Reliability and validity of lower third molar space-assessment techniques.
Present techniques for predicting eruption or impaction of lower third molars are based on measurements of the space between the second molar and the ramus. This study was designed to investigate the reliability and validity of radiographic techniques often used for assessing this space. Rotational tomograms (O.P.G.s) yielded the best estimates of the Space Width Ratio (found by dividing the space available by the mesiodistal width of the lower third molar) as measured directly on dried skulls. Estimates for lateral cephalograms were unreliable. The use of Xi point to lower second molar for assessing the space for lower third molars is not supported.